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The 30 best self‑catering stays 
in France

Fancy a rustic Provence retreat or a boho bolt hole on Île de Ré? 
James Stewart picks the best digs

La Petite Gaulardière, Perche-en-Nocé, Normandy

La Petite Gaulardière, Perche-en-Nocé

James Stewart   |    THURSDAY JANUARY 22 2022, The Times

Follow Paris’s bobos (bohemian bourgeoisie) to the hills of Normandy’s Le 
Perche: beautiful walks, fine food in the handsome market town of Bellême, trea-
sure hunting in the flea markets of your dreams. Opened in August 2021 in the 
heart of the region, 10km from Bellême, this gîte in a private nature reserve strikes 
the right note of rustic cool, with mid-century modern style in an open-plan living 
area, a mezzanine bedroom and a pleasingly simple wooden bathroom. A ham-
per of local goodies welcomes you. Bikes are available to borrow. Details Seven 
nights’ self-catering for three from £766 (lapetitegaulardiere.com). Take the train 
to Montparnasse
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implausible beauty. What makes it a 
find are the château-style facilities in 
a family stay: a private pool and tennis 
court, boules, hidden terraces for your 
lounger, 100 acres of private lawn, fields 
and woodland. Calm and luxe reign. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
four from £1,885 (purefrance.com).
Fly to Bergerac 

22 Château de Roufillac 
Dordogne
It’s your chance to play duke and 
duchess at commoner prices; this is a 
fantasy château in the Dordogne that’s 
practically purpose-designed for grand 
family reunions. Beyond the drawbridge 
you’ll find neo-medieval splendour, 

which softens in the romantic
en suites, the best with copper 

slipper baths. Children will love 
a room in the turrets; you’ll love
the monogrammed towels.
Outside is a pool plus a terrace
made for sundowners.
Details Seven nights’
self-catering for 18 from
£4,247 (sawdays.co.uk).
Fly to Bergerac

23 Villa Soulages
Aveyron

If you require social distancing and 
silence, head to the Aveyron, the deepest 
of France profonde. Forested hills ripple 
beyond this barn conversion above the 
Viaur valley. It has cushy sofas in lofty 
living areas, a terrace that will be the 
setting for languid meals, a croquet lawn 
and a pool. Despite appearances, you’re 
not so remote. A good restaurant is 1km 
away in St Andre-de-Najac, and there’s 
canoeing available near by.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
eight from £1,292 (vintagetravel.co.uk). 
Fly to Toulouse

idling among fountains and lavender 
beds. You’ll play boules on the 
immaculate lawn and swim. Should you 
ever leave, five minutes’ walk away in 
Lauris are five restaurants, including 
Michelin-starred Domaine de Fontenille, 
bakeries and a delicatessen.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering
for ten from £4,830 (cvvillas.com).
Fly to Avignon

27 Ferme de Fontany
Haute-Savoie
You want a self-contained chalet. You 
also fancy hotel facilities. The solution 
is the recently refurbished Ferme de 
Fontany, outside Samoëns. Looking like 
something from a cuckoo clock and sited 
beneath an Alpine wall, it is a spacious 
cocoon of modern-rustic Savoyard 
loveliness — woody and folksy with 
love hearts and gingham yet posh 
bathrooms too. You also get free access 
to the pools, spa and play area of Neige 
et Roc hotel in Samoëns. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
ten from £2,360, including Eurotunnel 
for one car (peakretreats.co.uk) 

28 Villa Portrait
Côte d’Azur
A new rental for 2022, Villa Portrait
has emerged from complete renovation 
to bring a shot of arty French 
modernism to the bit between the 
Provençal dreamboats Biot village and 
Valbonne (which has a terrific Friday 
market). Sliding windows open from 
open-plan minimalist living spaces
that feel like a gallery — no surprise 
because the owners own one — to a
pool and terrace with uninterrupted 
views of the Valmasque forest. Draw 
straws for the master bedroom with 
similar access. The glitter of Cannes
is 18km away.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
eight from £3,900 (oliverstravels.com). 
Fly to Nice

29 La Petite Gaulardière 
Normandy
Follow Paris’s bobos (bohemian 
bourgeoisie) to the hills of Normandy’s 
Le Perche: beautiful walks, fine food in 
the handsome market town of Bellême, 
treasure hunting in the flea markets of 
your dreams. Opened in August 2021 
in the heart of the region, 10km from 
Bellême, this gîte in a private nature 
reserve strikes the right note of rustic 
cool, with mid-century modern style in 
an open-plan living area, a mezzanine 
bedroom and a pleasingly simple 
wooden bathroom. A hamper of local 
goodies welcomes you. Bikes are 
available to borrow.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
three from £766 (lapetitegaulardiere.
com). Take the train to Montparnasse

30 Le Mas des Oules 
Languedoc
Here’s proof that historic stays can be 
fresh yet still great for children. This 
former wine and farm estate 8km from 
Uzès has been parcelled into eight 
houses and flats sleeping between 2 and 
11 (plus a baby); many are loft-style and 
all are bright and crisp with a pretty 
terrace. While the children band into 
happy gangs, you’ll laze by the infinity 
pool, smelling the lavender, or take a 
yoga class or spa treatment. The 
charming owners can book trips. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering
for two from £700 (i-escape.com). 
Fly to Avignon

24 The Little House 
Burgundy
All you need for a dream family holiday 
is a pretty cottage in meandering 
gardens and world-class vineyards 
beyond the back door. This is a home 
from home, with modern furniture 
and fittings, but the benefit of owners 
who will buy groceries for your arrival,
deliver morning croissants and cook 
evening meals. They will also arrange 
private wine tastings. Near by is 
Flavigny-sur-Ozerain, a charmer you 
may remember from the film Chocolat.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
four from £609 (oliverstravels.com). 
Take the train to Les Laumes-Alésia

25 Le Régie des 
Courances Essonne 
Pull back the curtains to one of the 
finest château gardens in France. 
In the ivy-scrambled former estate 
manager’s house of Château Courances,
45 minutes’ drive south of Paris Orly 
airport, the two entire-floor flats (also 
available as one house sleeping eight) 
have an air of relaxed gentility. However, 
the real privilege is to sit on a 
cobblestone terrace or shared lawn 
surrounded by gardens that are open to 
the public only on weekend afternoons. 
Private visits are possible with notice.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
four from £1,517 (sawdays.co.uk). Fly
to Paris 

26 Grande Maison du 
Jardinier Provence
You’ll barely notice the lovely interiors 
here — airy, arty, with pops of colour 
to offset stone walls and maintained 
by daily cleaning. Outside is one of the 
finest gardens to rent in Provence. Hours 
slip away at an alfresco dining area or 

healthy, laid-back locals, food trucks and 
beach-shack restaurants — so it seems 
sensible to book a modernist stay 
inspired by Los Angeles glamour. Inside 
and out blur in chic open-plan spaces 
perfumed by hot pines. Flooded with 
brilliant light, the place is catnip for
too-cool teenagers. The catch? No pool. 
Don’t worry: you’re walking distance 
from that magic coast and a beach 
fringing a freshwater lake. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for six 
from £1,862 (alternative-aquitaine.co.uk). 
Fly to Biarritz

20 Villa des Cigales
Cap Ferret
Villa des Cigales is a rare stay with 
a pool on a low-key pine-scrubbed 
peninsula whose oyster-shack 
restaurants and beaches are 
favoured by low-key French
A-listers such as Philippe Starck 
(bizarrely, we British have yet 
to catch on to Cap Ferret). 
This typical Aquitaine maison 
landaise has been scrubbed up 
for modern open-plan beach 
life, but original parquet floors 
and retro kitchen tiles keep 
things as relaxed as a Gallic 
shrug. Piraillan beach is five 
minutes’ walk away and there’s a 
café and restaurant round the corner. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for six 
from £1,650 (alternative-aquitaine.co.uk). 
Fly to Bordeaux

21 L’Ancien Pigeonnier 
Dordogne
Lavender in the garden, baby-blue 
window frames, a plunging tiled roof: 
every Dordogne dream is represented in 
L’Ancien Pigeonnier, a restored medieval 
dovecote in open countryside 10km from 
Eymet, a British favourite because of its 

Villa Portrait, Côte d’Azur

Ferme de Fontany, Haute-Savoie

Château de 
Roufillac, Dordogne
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elegant with a tennis court, pool and 
cinema room.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering
for 11 from £7,500 (thewowhouse
company.com). Fly to Avignon
or Marseilles

15 La Maison du Mûrier 
Hautes-Alpes
A sharp slice of modernism in the 
rough and tumble of the Hautes-Alpes,
La Maison du Mûrier must have 
shocked villagers when the wraps came 
off in 2020 after 14 years’ renovation. 
Architectural extensions have introduced 
to its farmhouse the minimalist glamour 
of an interiors magazine shoot: all 
shimmering glass and polished 
concrete against original stone walls. 
Accommodation is split between a house 
and a studio, sharing a pool. A private 
yoga instructor and mountain-bike guide 
are available. Painfully slow wi-fi? You 
might just find it a bonus.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
ten from £3,969 (welcomebeyond.com). 
Fly to Marseilles or Grenoble

16 Château du Chevalier 
Brittany
Swagged curtains and chandeliers in 
rooms: check. Wooden panelling and 
18th-century paintings: check. A boating 
lake in 54 acres of grounds: check. We 
could do with some escapism, so live out 
your Escape to the Chateau fantasies in 
this 15th-century pad. The original 
owners would recognise the pastoral 
setting, less so the heated pool. If your 
group is bigger than 15, optional estate 
buildings add space for another 20. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
15 from £8,950 (oliverstravels.com). 
Take the ferry to St Malo 

17 Maison des 
Lavande Corbières
This stay in Thezan-des-
Corbières, inland from 
Narbonne, is Corbières life in 
its sunny simplicity. Five pretty 
rooms are shoehorned into a 
cottage; antique plates on walls, 
vintage beds, window boxes and 
breakfasts on a wrought-iron 
balcony after a trip to the boulangerie 
around the corner. What more do you 

W (lovely, incidentally) permits use of her 
private plunge pool across the road.
All in all, a bargain stay 5km from the 
honeypot of Sarlat.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
two from £704 (snaptrip.com). Fly to 
Brive or Limoges

12 Wild Boar Mountain 
Languedoc
All set for Swiss Family Robinson in 
France? Then off to the Languedoc 
National Park near Bedarieux you
go. This is a splendid choice for
two-family holidays, with a pair of
bright self-contained houses that are 
close (but not too close). Between them 
is a saltwater pool with a cave and 
waterfall, plus a sauna, all with gorgeous 
views. Yet the most luxurious offer here 
is freedom — children have a two-and-
a-half-acre estate to explore, plus the 
option of nights in a treehouse and 
shepherd’s hut. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
eight from £2,800 (oneoffplaces.co.uk). 
Fly to Béziers or Montpellier

13 Palais D’Or Loire
The white-stone citadel Cité Royale de 
Loches is a poster boy of the Indre-et-
Loire region, and this newcomer does it 
proud. It’s a genuine 18th-century palace 
placed among lawns and orchards.
You will wake in high-ceilinged 
bedrooms, dine beneath antique 
chandeliers and sit in front of crackling 
fires in a grand reception room.
Don’t worry: there’s also table football 
and ping-pong for the youngsters,
plus cycling and canoeing near by.
Fill the house and it’s good value 
compared with Provence too.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for
13 from £3,400 (oliverstravels.com).
Fly to Tours Val de Loire

14 The Provence Retreat 
Provence
You’re deep in Peter Mayle territory 
here, just 3km from the dreamy Luberon 
village described in A Year in Provence. 
Like his gaff, it’s an old farmhouse 
with terracotta floors in the kitchen, 
tables set beneath the pergola, a 
vineyard and olive trees and fountains in 
the garden. This villa is also effortlessly 

glamorous bedrooms and a daily maid 
service. There’s also a turret retreat and 
games room for children, plus a 12m 
heated pool in acres of garden. Outside 
is the Gers, the thinking person’s 
alternative to the Dordogne. La Romieu 
village is five minutes’ drive away. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering 
for 12 from £5,828 (purefrance.com).
Fly to Toulouse

19 Maison Tarrisse 
Hossegor
You’re here for Europe’s California 
— surf beaches stretching to infinity, 

need? If the answer is cracking
family vineyards and good 

beaches, Corbières has those too.
Details Seven nights’ self-
catering for two from £507
(underthethatch.co.uk). Fly to
Béziers or Carcassonne

18 Château 
Mézard Gascony

See this sumptuously restored
13th-century palace as a private

luxury hotel for a multi-family 
holiday or a family reunion. There’s 

effortless elegance in its shared spaces, 

Château du 
Chevalier, Brittany16
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More stays next page

6 Chalet Blanc
Haute-Savoie
Most Alpine chalets are ersatz. 
This is the real deal: a restored
19th-century number in the 
Mont Blanc region that’s equal 
measure cabin heaven and 
socially distanced getaway. 
Accessed by a five-minute 
walk (or sledge) from the car 
park, it styles up old beams 
and stone walls with a 
stainless-steel kitchen and 
copper slipper baths in
en suites. There’s a hot tub 
among the trees. Plancerts piste is 
4.5km away. Villagey Saint-Gervais-
les-Bains is ten minutes’ drive.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
four from £1,058 (stayonedegree.com). 
Fly to Lyons or Geneva

Fancy a rustic 
Provence retreat or 
boho digs on Île de 
Ré? James Stewart 
picks the best stays

1 Into the Prairie Brittany
Brittany is bursting with traditional 
stone gîtes. These six farmstays on
the Côtes d’Armor, 19km west of Saint-
Brieuc, are not those. Its family owners 
have clearly spent a wedge converting 
outbuildings into stylish rustic 
accommodation — love those internal 
glass walls — and then introducing a 
lovely mix of modern and vintage pieces. 
The upshot is a quirky Frenchness that’s 
makes you feel as if you are staying with 
your coolest, most stylish friends — who 
cook you breakfast on request (£12pp). 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
two from £480 (furtherafield.com). Take 
the ferry to St Malo or fly to Rennes

2 La Baraquette
Languedoc-Roussillon
Canal-laced Sète has been shortlisted as 
France’s Capital of Culture, and there’s 
no denying what a blow it is to those
of us who prefer to keep tight-lipped 
about the best working harbour in 
Mediterranean France. A former 
summer retreat, hillside La Baraquette 
puts you 15 minutes’ walk from the 
seafood restaurants. It’s bright and 
simple, a coastal bolt hole of white 
walls within a garden where life revolves 
around the pool and dining terrace. 
Twelve kilometres of beach are on hand, 
and in summer you can watch the water- 
jousting competition on the canals.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering
for four from £980 (sawdays.co.uk).
Fly to Montpellier

3 Maison Merindot
Île de Ré
Life at Maison Merindot, deep within
the cosy nest of Port de Saint-Martin, is 
meant to be savoured slowly: breakfasts 
in a courtyard, books in bohemian rooms
styled by the interior-designer owner, 
artists’ ateliers beyond the door. There’s 
just time for lunch and a siesta before 
aperitifs and dinner beside the harbour. 
It’s heaven . . . except for the parking. 
You should holiday as the French do, 
ditching the car in favour of bikes to tour 
the pancake-flat island.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
four from £1,605 (simpsontravel.com). 
Fly to La Rochelle

4 Le Clos Colombier 
Dordogne
Outside it’s the Dordogne of house-party 
dreams: white shutters and ivy on 
900-year-old walls. Within this new 
rental is 21st-century laid-back luxury. 
Adults will love the crisp bathrooms and 
a Gaggenau kitchen as well appointed as 
you’d expect of an owner who runs a 
Michelin-star restaurant (a catering 
team is available). Children will prefer 
the 18m pool and sprawling gardens. 
You’re five minutes’ walk from fresh 
croissants in the nearest village, Veyrac. 
Limoges is a 20-minute drive. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for
16 from £8,510 (simpsontravel.com).
Fly to Limoges

5 Quai d’Anjou III
Paris
You can of course self-cater in the 
capital, and you want this Île de la Cité 
stay for pure Parisian romance. Think 
breakfasts on the Seine-side balcony 
reached through French windows; 
palatial glamour in parquet floors and 
foxed-glass mirrors and a marble 
bathroom; Notre-Dame and the Left 
Bank ten minutes away on foot. Smart 
architecture has maximised what is 
essentially a 17th-century first-floor 
studio by adding a mezzanine bedroom 
beneath the beams. Access to the 
building’s palace is via a private gate
and courtyard.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering
for two people from £2,720 
(theluxurytravelbook.com). Take
the Eurostar

Bonjour France!
It’s good to be back 

7 Maison Bertiniere 
Normandy
Just under an hour after disembarking 
from the ferry at Cherbourg, you arrive 
at this lovely village house on the 
Cotentin peninsula, the plump, green bit 
of Normandy that the French adore for 
holidays. It’s eclectic and colourful, an 
easygoing mix of old beams, antiques 
and contemporary fittings. You’ll play 
boules on a south-facing terrace as lunch 
sizzles in a pizza oven — serve avec cidre 
— or pull out bikes from the barn to 
reach a horizon-stretching beach 3km 
away. Belle époque Barneville-Carteret is 
19km away.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for
six from £1,130 (snaptrip.com). Take the 
ferry to Cherbourg

8 Villa Serenity Provence
There are date palms in the garden and 
vineyards beside the pool. Yet St Tropez 
at its glamorous best is just 11km away. 
This beautiful six-bedroom house — 
terracotta tiles, eau-de-nil shutters, 
tables on a veranda — gives you the best 
of both worlds in Provence. Rustic-chic 
interiors are a symphony of creams and 
pale grey-blue. Serenity indeed. At least 
until the children discover the latest 
addition — a treehouse and adventure 
play area.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for
13 from £4,750 (stayonedegree.com).
Fly to Toulon-Hyères or Nice

9 Le Colombier
Tarn-et-Garonne
Find French romance in this recently 
renovated dovecote in the Tarn valley,
a wonderful bit of France we Brits have 
yet to stumble upon. Downstairs there’s 
pretty, open-plan living; above, reached 
by spiral staircase, a canopied four-
poster bed. Near by is Albi and more of 
the country’s official “most beautiful 
villages” than in any other region. But
I bet you spend your time around the 
private pool: reading, swimming or 
sipping something chilled as sunset 
gilds the surrounding hills.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
two from £620 (vintagetravel.co.uk).
Fly to Toulouse

10 Villa Bumortu Corsica 
Villa Bumortu is all about its 
conversation-stopping views. Ditch those 
good intentions to read — whether by 
the pool on an L-shaped terrace or in 
open-plan living areas with glass walls, 
your attention is continually drawn over 
maquis-scrubbed hills to the sparkling 
Gulf of Valinco coast. You’re right, it’s 
irresistible — the beach and restaurants 
of Olmeto are 3km away, buzzy 
Propriano town a littler further.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 

four from £913, including flights and 
car hire (corsica.co.uk)

11 Gil’s Workshop
Dordogne
Gil wouldn’t recognise his 
old workshop in this Périgord
noir hamlet. Restored by his
daughter, it is a winning blend
of French romance (antique

desks and chandeliers) and
modern facilities (a smart

kitchen) packaged into a lofty
building that retains a dash of 

industrial chic. Glass walls open to
a terrace with a hot tub. The owner

Into the Prairie, Brittany

Villa Bumortu, Corsica10

1
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implausible beauty. What makes it a 
find are the château-style facilities in 
a family stay: a private pool and tennis 
court, boules, hidden terraces for your 
lounger, 100 acres of private lawn, fields 
and woodland. Calm and luxe reign. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
four from £1,885 (purefrance.com).
Fly to Bergerac 

22 Château de Roufillac 
Dordogne
It’s your chance to play duke and 
duchess at commoner prices; this is a 
fantasy château in the Dordogne that’s 
practically purpose-designed for grand 
family reunions. Beyond the drawbridge 
you’ll find neo-medieval splendour, 

which softens in the romantic
en suites, the best with copper 

slipper baths. Children will love 
a room in the turrets; you’ll love
the monogrammed towels.
Outside is a pool plus a terrace
made for sundowners.
Details Seven nights’
self-catering for 18 from
£4,247 (sawdays.co.uk).
Fly to Bergerac

23 Villa Soulages
Aveyron

If you require social distancing and 
silence, head to the Aveyron, the deepest 
of France profonde. Forested hills ripple 
beyond this barn conversion above the 
Viaur valley. It has cushy sofas in lofty 
living areas, a terrace that will be the 
setting for languid meals, a croquet lawn 
and a pool. Despite appearances, you’re 
not so remote. A good restaurant is 1km 
away in St Andre-de-Najac, and there’s 
canoeing available near by.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
eight from £1,292 (vintagetravel.co.uk). 
Fly to Toulouse

idling among fountains and lavender 
beds. You’ll play boules on the 
immaculate lawn and swim. Should you 
ever leave, five minutes’ walk away in 
Lauris are five restaurants, including 
Michelin-starred Domaine de Fontenille, 
bakeries and a delicatessen.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering
for ten from £4,830 (cvvillas.com).
Fly to Avignon

27 Ferme de Fontany
Haute-Savoie
You want a self-contained chalet. You 
also fancy hotel facilities. The solution 
is the recently refurbished Ferme de 
Fontany, outside Samoëns. Looking like 
something from a cuckoo clock and sited 
beneath an Alpine wall, it is a spacious 
cocoon of modern-rustic Savoyard 
loveliness — woody and folksy with 
love hearts and gingham yet posh 
bathrooms too. You also get free access 
to the pools, spa and play area of Neige 
et Roc hotel in Samoëns. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
ten from £2,360, including Eurotunnel 
for one car (peakretreats.co.uk) 

28 Villa Portrait
Côte d’Azur
A new rental for 2022, Villa Portrait
has emerged from complete renovation 
to bring a shot of arty French 
modernism to the bit between the 
Provençal dreamboats Biot village and 
Valbonne (which has a terrific Friday 
market). Sliding windows open from 
open-plan minimalist living spaces
that feel like a gallery — no surprise 
because the owners own one — to a
pool and terrace with uninterrupted 
views of the Valmasque forest. Draw 
straws for the master bedroom with 
similar access. The glitter of Cannes
is 18km away.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
eight from £3,900 (oliverstravels.com). 
Fly to Nice

29 La Petite Gaulardière 
Normandy
Follow Paris’s bobos (bohemian 
bourgeoisie) to the hills of Normandy’s 
Le Perche: beautiful walks, fine food in 
the handsome market town of Bellême, 
treasure hunting in the flea markets of 
your dreams. Opened in August 2021 
in the heart of the region, 10km from 
Bellême, this gîte in a private nature 
reserve strikes the right note of rustic 
cool, with mid-century modern style in 
an open-plan living area, a mezzanine 
bedroom and a pleasingly simple 
wooden bathroom. A hamper of local 
goodies welcomes you. Bikes are 
available to borrow.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
three from £766 (lapetitegaulardiere.
com). Take the train to Montparnasse

30 Le Mas des Oules 
Languedoc
Here’s proof that historic stays can be 
fresh yet still great for children. This 
former wine and farm estate 8km from 
Uzès has been parcelled into eight 
houses and flats sleeping between 2 and 
11 (plus a baby); many are loft-style and 
all are bright and crisp with a pretty 
terrace. While the children band into 
happy gangs, you’ll laze by the infinity 
pool, smelling the lavender, or take a 
yoga class or spa treatment. The 
charming owners can book trips. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering
for two from £700 (i-escape.com). 
Fly to Avignon

24 The Little House 
Burgundy
All you need for a dream family holiday 
is a pretty cottage in meandering 
gardens and world-class vineyards 
beyond the back door. This is a home 
from home, with modern furniture 
and fittings, but the benefit of owners 
who will buy groceries for your arrival,
deliver morning croissants and cook 
evening meals. They will also arrange 
private wine tastings. Near by is 
Flavigny-sur-Ozerain, a charmer you 
may remember from the film Chocolat.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
four from £609 (oliverstravels.com). 
Take the train to Les Laumes-Alésia

25 Le Régie des 
Courances Essonne 
Pull back the curtains to one of the 
finest château gardens in France. 
In the ivy-scrambled former estate 
manager’s house of Château Courances,
45 minutes’ drive south of Paris Orly 
airport, the two entire-floor flats (also 
available as one house sleeping eight) 
have an air of relaxed gentility. However, 
the real privilege is to sit on a 
cobblestone terrace or shared lawn 
surrounded by gardens that are open to 
the public only on weekend afternoons. 
Private visits are possible with notice.
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for 
four from £1,517 (sawdays.co.uk). Fly
to Paris 

26 Grande Maison du 
Jardinier Provence
You’ll barely notice the lovely interiors 
here — airy, arty, with pops of colour 
to offset stone walls and maintained 
by daily cleaning. Outside is one of the 
finest gardens to rent in Provence. Hours 
slip away at an alfresco dining area or 

healthy, laid-back locals, food trucks and 
beach-shack restaurants — so it seems 
sensible to book a modernist stay 
inspired by Los Angeles glamour. Inside 
and out blur in chic open-plan spaces 
perfumed by hot pines. Flooded with 
brilliant light, the place is catnip for
too-cool teenagers. The catch? No pool. 
Don’t worry: you’re walking distance 
from that magic coast and a beach 
fringing a freshwater lake. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for six 
from £1,862 (alternative-aquitaine.co.uk). 
Fly to Biarritz

20 Villa des Cigales
Cap Ferret
Villa des Cigales is a rare stay with 
a pool on a low-key pine-scrubbed 
peninsula whose oyster-shack 
restaurants and beaches are 
favoured by low-key French
A-listers such as Philippe Starck 
(bizarrely, we British have yet 
to catch on to Cap Ferret). 
This typical Aquitaine maison 
landaise has been scrubbed up 
for modern open-plan beach 
life, but original parquet floors 
and retro kitchen tiles keep 
things as relaxed as a Gallic 
shrug. Piraillan beach is five 
minutes’ walk away and there’s a 
café and restaurant round the corner. 
Details Seven nights’ self-catering for six 
from £1,650 (alternative-aquitaine.co.uk). 
Fly to Bordeaux

21 L’Ancien Pigeonnier 
Dordogne
Lavender in the garden, baby-blue 
window frames, a plunging tiled roof: 
every Dordogne dream is represented in 
L’Ancien Pigeonnier, a restored medieval 
dovecote in open countryside 10km from 
Eymet, a British favourite because of its 

Villa Portrait, Côte d’Azur

Ferme de Fontany, Haute-Savoie

Château de 
Roufillac, Dordogne
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For more 
great French 
holiday 
ideas see 
tomorrow’s 
Sunday Times
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